[Captopril-induced changes in renal flow: evaluation using Doppler echography].
It is well known that angiotensin antagonists cause increase of renal blood flow. We have examined, using duplex Doppler sonography, the changes of renal blood flow velocity induced by oral administration of 50 mg. of Captopril. We examined 19 kidneys in 17 subjects without hypertension. Both peak systolic and diastolic velocities were measured at renal hilum and at arcuate arteries, and the resistive index (RI) was calculated. In conclusion duplex Doppler sonography shows significant increase of blood flow velocities both at the hilum and at the arcuate arteries, without variation of the RI, thus showing that changes affect the whole Doppler wave, both in systole and diastole.